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Abstract: This paper discusses the economic challenges that are faced by countries in the 
European Union as a result of the migrant crisis. It also highlights the structural cracks 
within EU management that have been either caused by or exposed by the issues 
pertaining to migrants. This paper is unique in that it examines the three distinct waves of 
economic disruption brought on by the crisis and their distinct short-term economic 
issues. The effect is to highlight the different and distinct ways that categories of EU 
nations (frontline, transit, and host nations) are affected economically by the influx of 
refugees and asylum seekers. We first look at the problems for EU borders, which face a 
large amount of economic pressure as a result of the increasing waves of asylum seekers 
and migrants. The EU has responded to this pressure by entering into agreements with 
Turkey and African governments; we analyze the results of this. We next examine the 
pressures that are placed on frontline nations, including how the Dublin (III) Regulation 
puts undue pressure on frontline nations and how it fails to provide enough funding to 
cover their needs. We also look at how the economic effects of migrants have forced 
transit nations to renege on the idea of a borderless Europe. Finally, we look at the results 
of migrants settling in a host country, which brings up even more economic issues for 
governments to deal with—initial welfare costs and unemployment levels. These short 
term problems and how the EU deals and continues to deal with them will play a major 
role in whether or not the migrant crisis ends with increased financial growth in Europe. 
We believe that by clearly delineating economic responsibilities in these different 
situations, the European Union and its member states will be more capable of dealing 
with the short term costs and better prepared for long-term integration. 
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I. Introduction 

The migrant1 crisis is a tidal wave that seems to be affecting many European Union 

member states differently.  Different parts of the EU face different aspects of the challenges of an 

increased migrant population, from the “frontline nations”—the primary entrance countries to the 

EU being used by smugglers or migrants to enter the European Union and request asylum—to the 

“host” or destination countries—the countries that the migrants hope to arrive in and settle. In 

between these two entities lie the transit countries—countries that migrants pass through on their 

way to their final destinations—which experience their own economic problems, caused by 

hordes of migrants trying to make their way through their countries.  

Once the migrants have set foot on EU soil they have a right to request asylum, and 

according to the Dublin III Regulation, they are supposed to have their asylum requests processed 

in the country in which they first arrive. This puts an unfair burden on countries like Greece, 

Italy, Spain, and Hungary, who are ill equipped financially and economically to process the 

asylum claims for the entire EU. The EU has seen this, and implemented programs like the 

Turkey Agreement in 2016 and deals with Africa to provide aid and solutions with mixed results.   

This unfair burden is not on just frontline nations. Transit nations and the unwillingness 

of many of the Visegrad nations to support migrants has popped up in an undeniable way—the 

reestablishment of borders outside and within the EU. The economic pressures in these already 

financially weak nations, combined with other factors like rising xenophobia and islamophobia, 

have acted in a strong enough way that they are building walls to keep migrants out.  

                                                        
1It is important to note the different meanings that can be associated with “migrant”, “asylum-seeker”, and 
“immigrant”. In many situations, these terms can refer only to specific groups of people. For the sake of 
this paper, asylum-seekers refers specifically to people who are fleeing a situation that challenges their 
ability to live peacefully, and includes Syrian refugees and from other middle eastern countries, as well as 
African refugees who are coming from Eritrea or Somalia (amongst others). The term “migrant” can refer 
to both asylum-seekers and economic refugees, and is used as a generic or umbrella term. “Immigrant” 
refers to any non-EU national that has moved to a new country. While this usually refers to migrants in the 
case of most statistics, there are other groups or populations that can be included in this term. 
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 When migrants and asylum-seekers finally make it through the transit nations to their 

final destination host country, it becomes apparent that they put stress on the social programs 

provided by the state. These programs have been in place and almost anyone is able to apply and 

gain benefit from them, which brings into question how to resolve the economic issues and fund 

the initial stretching that is required to accommodate the influx of persons. Once accommodated, 

then issue of integration begins with employment and unemployment rates. In order to become 

productive citizens that add back to the society, jobs need to be secured and refugees employed so 

that they can eventually become fully contributing citizens.  

 These economic issues are not inconsequential. The drain that is being put on both the 

EU and individual governments in the short term is an ever-present part of reactions to new 

developments in the migrant financial crisis. Currently, costs are being shared unfairly throughout 

the EU—some states are facing the short-term burdens caused by the crisis from their own 

emaciated coffers. We believe that by clearly delineating economic responsibilities in these 

different situations, the European Union and its member states will be more capable of dealing 

with the short term costs and better prepared for long-term integration.  

 

II. European Union response to pressures on Border States  

The best way to deal with the deluge of migrants that are descending upon the European 

Union in waves—according to the EU, at least—is to stop the flow of migrants before they start. 

At least this is the idea behind new EU partnerships with Africa and Turkey that are designed to 

slow the flow of migrants into Europe.  
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The Turkey deal—struck last year in 

2016—is targeted at slowing the flow of 

migrants to Greece. The agreement offers 3 

billion euro in aid to Turkey to deal with the 

migrant crisis, will give Turkish citizens 

passport-free access to the Schengen zone, will 

re-energize Turkey’s EU application, and will 

allow 1-1 trades of 1 rejected Syrian migrant 

returned to Turkey for EU resettlement of a 

Syrian migrant from Turkey.2 The agreement 

also allows Greece to send any “irregular migrants” from Turkey back to Turkey; they 

consequently have been stopping asylum seekers from crossing the sea to the Greek Islands. This 

is all in the hopes that this will stop irregular migration from Turkey to Greece, although there are 

fears that it will simply push refugees to try different routes.3 The arrangement applies only to 

Syrians, however, which seems to prioritize their asylum. One year later, refugee reception areas 

have been transitioned to detainment camps, where asylum-seekers are waiting in terrible 

conditions to hear back about their petitions. According to Medecins Sans Frontieres, “The deal is 

having a direct impact on the health of our patients, and many are becoming more vulnerable. 

These people have fled extreme violence, torture and war and survived extremely dangerous 

journeys.”4 They have called on the EU to stop blocking access to Europe, and instead open “safe 

and legal alternatives;” an MSF spokesperson commented, “The EU cannot hail the policy a 

success as people are trapped in dangerous areas outside of Europe unable to flee, forced to travel 

                                                        
2 BBC “Migrant crisis: EU-Turkey deal comes into effect” 2016 
3 Kingsley and Rankin 2016 
4 Squires, 2017 

Map II. i. This map shows the popular routes that are 
used by migrants to enter the EU. The Turkey deal 
should prevent migrants coming from the eastern 
Mediterranean to Greece. The African deals include 
Ethiopia, Niger, Nigeria, Mali and Senegal, from which 
many migrants make their way through Libya and 
Tunisia to Italy and through Algeria and Morocco to 
Spain.   
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Chart II. ii. Although from 2014, this well-represents the various groups 
that are making the trek across the Mediterranean. Syrians make up the 
majority, followed by Eritreans, sub-Saharan Africans, Malians, and also 
represented are Nigeria, Somalia, and Senegal. 
Source: The Economist 

via more dangerous routes or trapped in overcrowded and dangerous ‘hotspots’ on the Greek 

island.”5 Turkey seems to be open to this idea; “Omer Celik, Turkey’s EU affairs minister, said 

Ankara might consider relaxing controls on its land borders with Greece and Bulgaria. “In my 

opinion, the issue of the land passages should be reviewed.”6 Other than Turkey, Jordan and 

Lebanon also host large amounts of Syrian refugees. The EU has provided them funds as well to 

aid with the migrants, but as well, it is to prevent the migrants from moving on to Europe.7  

Success with negotiating a successful deal with Turkey left the EU excited to make 

similar deals with Africa. Head of 

European Border and Coast Guard, 

Fabrice Leggeri has vocalized that 

“the arrivals from Africa is now the 

main problem for the European 

Union. ‘In terms of irregular 

migration right now Italy is the member state number one,’ he said.”8 In December 2016, the EU 

and Mali signed a deal that facilitates the return of Malian refugees who have had their asylum 

requests refused with full repatriation.9 The deal also lays a foundation for job creation, and 

adopts 9-projects with a €145 million budget (including better border patrol), while expecting 

Malian cooperation with return of migrants and the expectation to step up their fight against 

people smugglers.10 The EU is pursuing similar deals with Ethiopia, Niger, Nigeria, and Senegal, 

all in an effort to slow irregular migration to Italy and return rejected asylum seekers.11 Already, 

projects have begun to improve the civil registry program and create employment opportunities.12 

                                                        
5 Ibid 
6 Ibid 
7 RT International, 2016 
8 Nielsen, 2016 
9 The Guardian, "EU, Mali reach agreement to return migrants." 2016 
10 Ibid 
11 Gaffey, 2016 
12 Maurice, 2016 
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According to the Internal Organization for Migration, “voluntary returns of migrants to their 

country of origin has gone up from 1,700 last year [2015] to more than 3,500 between January 

and August this year [2016].”13  

Perhaps the most marked difference between the two agreements is the success of it. The 

African Agreements feature an aspect that the Turkish one does not have—they are actually 

trying to repair the reasons why people are seeking asylum. Many of the migrants who come from 

African nations are economic migrants, and the agreement “seeks to fight ‘the root cause of 

illegal migration.”14After a summit in Valleta, Malta, in November 2015, the EU created to create 

the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa with a €1.8 billion endowment to “to improve the 

                                                        
13 Ibid 
14 The Guardian, "EU, Mali reach agreement to return migrants." 2016 

Chart II. iii. Data provided by Eurostat shows the changes in percentage in the end of 2015 versus the end of 2016 in 
amounts of refugees since the introduction of both the EU-Turkey agreement, as well as the EU-Africa agreement. While 
numbers of refugees from Syria and Senegal have decreased between Q3 2015 and Q3 2016, numbers have increased from 
both Nigeria and Mali (to a lesser extent). Controversial talks with Eritrea are also underway (provisional on the Khartoum 
process), as well as similar talks with Afghanistan and Iraq. 
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outlook of nations in the Lake Chad and Horn of Africa regions that are significant sources of 

migration.”15 This fund has already launched 24 programs both for the countries and their 

surrounding regions, and is trying to prevent migrants from coming from these areas by solving 

issues like war and poverty, but also dealing with border controls and job-creation.16 Along with 

this plan came the Khartoum process in 2014, which promised political and economic support for 

the horn of Africa in order to help the governments better manage migration.17 While the closing 

of the Balkans and the EU-Turkey deal have very effectively decreased the number of Syrian 

migrants coming across the border, they have neither addressed the root problem of Syrian 

immigration, nor have they effectively dealt with the migrants that are still trapped in Greece.  

What the Turkey deal has—unfortunately—the African agreements seem to lack. 

Although they are addressing the major issues that are causing migration, there are still large 

numbers of migrants that still come through Italy, leaving it one of the largest holes in a line of 

defensive agreements that are meant to shelter the EU from any more asylum-seekers. Right now 

the EU is trying to woo even more African nations like Tunisia and Egypt in the hopes of 

enlisting their resources. The laughable aspect of this is that the EU is dedicating significant 

amounts of resources to making sure that they do not have to deal with more migrants than they 

already have, but with each new country that they seek cooperation with, EU member states seem 

less and less willing to finance it. Turkey is cracking down on the EU for not providing the full 

amount of aid that they promised, and for Africa, only €153 million of the promised €1.8 billion 

has been contributed—“Brussels has strenuously reallocated its own budget to find sufficient 

resources for migration management over the past 18 months, and is running out of spare 

funds.”18 While these deals are proving effective in some cases at slowing the flow of migrants, 

member states’ patience seems to be wearing thin and the cost-benefit ratio seems to be tipping 

                                                        
15 Africa Times, "Tunisia, the EU-Turkey migrant deal and Merkel’s Africa travels." 2016 
16 Julian Wyss, 2016 
17 Mohamud, Maimuna, and Cindy Horst, 2015 
18 Elizabeth Collett, 2017 
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away from diplomacy. However, the numbers seem to indicate that these programs are having the 

intended results, and are diminishing the potential amount of burden felt by frontline nations.  

 

III. Transition Nations and the Problem with Refugee Burden Sharing 

One of the biggest problems with refugees after their arrival onto EU soil is that EU 

regulations allot responsibilities towards refugees unequally—and some member states in the EU 

are hit harder by the financial burden of providing shelter and food for the influx of migrants than 

other states. Trends show that migrants follow a path from Turkey to Greece, then through 

Hungary, Croatia, Slovenia, and Austria before getting to their final destinations. As a result of 

the Dublin Convention, the EU country in which the refugees and migrants first arrive is 

supposed to be the country in which asylum applications are supposed to be dealt with. This 

places a large burden on Greece and Italy, which are on the front lines and which also have very 

shaky economies; as a result, this legislation has been largely unfollowed. These countries have 

been overwhelmed by the costs of housing, feeding, and providing refugee centers, and many of 

them are poor to begin with. The issues faced by these EU states are problems with the lack of 

burden sharing—these “frontline countries” (and to some degree, “Transit countries”) face a great 

deal of economic hardship.  

As frontline countries, both Greece and Italy are under large amounts of economic 

pressure as a result of the burden placed on their economy to rescue, house, and feed the deluge 

of migrants pouring into their borders. Greece has experienced more notable economic 

setbacks—they have been the scapegoat of the Euro crisis and has been forced into austerity 

measures that have challenged its ability to provide services to its own citizens. According to an 

estimate by the central bank, the cost annual cost of immigrants is 600 million euros—and 

according to Rueters, “If Greece had to pay 600 million euros a year from its own budget, that 

would translate to about a third of the fiscal savings that Athens is making through pension cuts 
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and tax hikes to satisfy its lenders.”19 In a report published by the Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD), the resources required to support newly-arrived asylum 

seekers “can be substantial and includes humanitarian assistance to provide food and shelter and 

basic income support; up-front expenditures associated with necessary language training and 

schooling; steps to identify the skills of migrants and the expenditures associated with processing 

asylum claims and enforcing returns.”20 Greece is struggling to provide pensions that cover the 

cost of living of its citizens, and Greek migrant camps have been criticized as “untenable”. Due to 

the Dublin Regulation,21 which requires that asylum seekers register for asylum in the country in 

which they first land, “the burden of responsibility falls disproportionately on entry-point states 

with exposed borders (such as Greece and Italy), straining their capacity to deal with asylum 

seekers.”22 Their estimated cost for providing these resources per asylum seeker can cost from 

€8,000 to €12,000 for the first year.23  

These hardships have caused many of these countries to suspend the Dublin Regulation 

to propel migrants through their states quicker to dispel the cost of dealing with them. With the 

influx of migrants and refugees, humanitarian aid has only been possible through non-profits and 

EU aid. As frontline countries, much of the initial burden is footed by them, while very few of the 

benefits (which come when the migrants become integrated in the market and start to contribute 

to the welfare system) will be realized in their countries.  

                                                        
19 Georgiopoulos. 2016 
20 Dumont and Pain, 2015 
21 It is worth noting that since implementation in 1990, the Dublin Treaty has been replaced by Regulation 
343/2003 (‘Dublin’ II Regulation) and Regulation 604/2013 (‘Dublin’ III Regulation), which have 
progressively lowered the requirements that are defined in terms of responsibilities that states have for 
asylum-seekers, including reception conditions. According to research by Professor Peers of University of 
Essex, the ‘Dublin’ III Regulation weakens rules on legal aid and judicial review, repeals time limits on 
detention of Asylum seekers, increases the number of grounds for detaining asylum-seekers, and also 
grants possibilities for exceptions in “regards [to] womens’ safety, families’ privacy and childrens’ play, 
along with an unfortunate weakening of the proposed rules on the obligations not to use prisons and to 
release all children from detention in principle” (Peers, The Revised Directive on Asylum-seekers’ 
Reception Conditions: How much lower can the Member States go?). Perhaps one of the most troubling 
changes is the addition of a number of exceptions to the time limits on asylum-granting decisions, in some 
cases even allowing for indefinite delay of decisions.  
22 Ernst & Young, 2016 
23 Ibid 
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Map III. i. This map from Express.co.uk shows exactly were border 
fences have been erected as of 2015. This shows the bottleneck effect 
that Greece is now experiencing after both Macedonia and Serbia 
closed their borders to migrants.  
 

Transit countries are also under similar economic stresses. Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia, 

Croatia, and Austria have all reported economic burdens placed on them by the influx of migrants 

and asylum seekers. In 2015, Hungary used 1% of GDP to deal with the costs of new flows of 

refugees.24 These economic issues have led to questioning the efficacy of a borderless Europe. 

The costs have brought these 

transit nations to “[reach] 

breaking point in their ability to 

manage the unplanned inflow 

and meet EU standards for 

receiving and processing 

applicants.”25 The result has 

been implementation of borders 

throughout Europe and the 

Balkans, in hopes of stemming 

the tide of migrants and asylum 

seekers. The borders started 

going up as early as 2011, when 

Greece put up a border with 

Turkey. However, the first inter-EU state border was erected in August 2015 between Hungary 

and Romania, an extension of the border fence that Hungary put up in June between it and Serbia. 

This came as a response to the amount of migrants it received in 2014, when “Hungary received 

more migrants per capita than any other EU country apart from Sweden.”26 Around the same 

time, Slovakia also closed its borders with Hungary. Austria and Slovenia have also put up 

borders to deal with the crisis.  
                                                        
24 Ibid 
25 Ernst & Young, 2016 
26 Batchelor 2017 
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These barriers are only increasing the pressure that Greece and other frontline nations are 

feeling—“with countries to the north having shut their borders and a new arrangement in place, it 

finds itself obligated to host over 50,000 refugees stranded.”27 With this as the case, the OECD 

reported that “if the foreseen contribution of the European Union turns out to be insufficient, it 

would result in added pressure on the Greek budget.”28 The EU has already promised €700 

million euros over the next 3 years, but this hardly begins to cover the €600 million required per 

annum, not to mention the added cost of supporting these stranded migrants as well as the 

projected loss of GDP as a direct result of loss of tourism on frontline islands like Lesbos and 

Samos.29  

There are clear economic issues that have arisen as a result of poor-burden sharing 

between EU states; namely in terms of burden-shifting, ignoring quotas, and sharing the fiscal 

burden. Burden-shifting refers to countries that keep migrants out or kick them out of their 

borders, effectively shifting the issues related to migration to neighboring countries. In the case of 

Greece, this refers to Macedonia closing its borders and deploying police to drive back refugees 

into Greece, while in Hungary similar methods have been employed drive migrants over the 

border towards Germany.  

In the Balkans, Visegrad nations, and even in Western Europe, “the streams of people 

have moved from one country to another, each time making it another country’s ‘problem’: 

relocating the problem, not solving it.”30 Often, it is the EU member states or non-EU nations that 

have given up on burden sharing that resort to these measures, and it is important to note that 

“many of these typical transit countries… do not have the capacity or resources to provide 

immediate shelter and process the high influx of refugees and migrants.”31 Unfortunately, as a 

result, pre-existing quota systems have been largely ignored. This system is based on economic 

                                                        
27 Georgiopoulos 2017 
28 Reported in Reuters, ibid 
29 Ibid 
30 Tiessink, Manon., 2015 
31 Ibid.  
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Graph IV. i. compares natives (light blue) with immigrants 
(dark blue) in terms of use of welfare. From the graph, it is 
clear that the initial economic cost of welfare as a result of 
migrants is significant—they cost over 4x as much in social 
program funds compared with the native population.  
Source: The Economist  

strength and population size, which are used to determine respective reception capacity, and in a 

lesser extent influenced by unemployment rate and how many refugees are already present in the 

country of question. This plan is vehemently opposed by many member states, including the UK 

and the Visegrad nations. Consequently, Hungary in particular has opted to pay a fine in 

exchange for taking more refugees.  

There is clearly more at stake with many of the EU nations than simply economic factors; 

it is important to note that for many countries, xenophobic and islamophobic tendencies play a 

large role in burden-shifting. However, the economic burden placed on both frontline nations and 

transit nations (due to the Dublin Regulation) does need to be shared equally by member states if 

these weaker states are to make it through this financially. The EU must pass legislation that 

makes burden sharing more feasible, and which provides opt-out options at a cost that 

proportionally correlates with the burden that they will be shifting to other nations.  

 

IV.The Short-term problems with Asylum-seekers and refugees                                 Once 

asylum-seekers and migrants have 

reached their destination country, short 

term economic issues provide 

challenges to their host countries almost 

immediately. Europe is known for its 

fantastic welfare programs, and often 

these are the sources of GDP hits from 

migrants—statistics have shown that 

asylum-seekers are welfare junkies. 

Immigrants specifically from the 

Middle East (Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, 

and Syria) as well as those from African nations like Somalia and Eritrea who have been in 



12 
 

Europe for less than six years are “17 percentage points more likely to rely on benefits as their 

main source of income and 15 percentage points less likely to be employed, even after controlling 

for things like age, education and gender.”32 Interestingly, these statistics change based on 

duration in the host country—refugees are likely to rely slightly less on welfare the longer that 

they are living in the country, but do not actually match the statistics exhibited by natives until 

well after 20 years. This discrepancy is being labeled as “benefits tourism”, especially when it 

applies to migrants who come to EU host countries just to claim welfare.33 One of the major 

concerns is when immigrants will become functioning and productive taxpayers—when they start 

paying taxes, they begin to contribute to the GDP of their host country and recontribute their cost 

in welfare. The hope for many European countries is that they will get the immigrants that have a 

trade or education so that they can enter the work force as quickly as possible. However, Eurostat 

data from 2015 paints a less 

optimistic picture of what this 

will look like—in nations that 

have tried to limit migrants 

from entering, like the Visegrad 

nations and frontline nations 

like Greece, Italy, and Spain, 

economic activity of migrants 

and natives is very similar.34 It 

is, however, in many of the 

destination nations like 

Germany, France, Belgium, and 

                                                        
32 Economist 2016 
33 “Benefits tourism not OK”. Economist. 2014 
34 Eurostat. Migrant integration in the EU labour market in 2015. 
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Northern European countries like Sweden, Denmark, and Finland, that the discrepancy is large 

enough—15-25% lower for migrants—to cause fear about paying for healthcare.35  

Many nations fear that the influx of working refugees will eventually decrease the 

amount of jobs, will cause deflation of wages and benefits, and push natives out of jobs; all of 

which will be detrimental to the work force and limit the amount of growth of the country. It is 

important to note that this is largely a short-term fear, as many countries benefit and are expected 

to grow due to the increase in workers. Challenges with cultural knowledge, language, location, 

social interactions and pre-existing economic support surround those who come into the country 

from different backgrounds and these issues are compounded even further with refugees, 

especially those coming from the Middle East. As shown in chart IV. iii., the employment rates 

for non-EU citizens in the EU (56.7% employment rate) are more than twice as high as they are 

for natives (70.6% employed)36. The unemployment rates are similarly skewed, 18.9% for non-

EU citizens, more than twice the rate for natives, 8.7%37. The data also indicates a pattern of 

larger shares of non-EU citizens working in temporary contracts than natives (21.4% of non-EU 

citizens, compared with 12.9% natives), with similar figures representing part time employment 

(28.3% of non-EU citizens are partially employed, while only 18.4% of natives are).38 For any 

politicians or economists who are holding out for the long-term promises of GDP growth with 

integration of refugees, these numbers should strike fear into hearts.  

                                                        
35 Ibid 
36Eurostat. Migrant integration in the EU labour market in 2015. 
37 Ibid 
38 Ibid 

Chart IV. iii. Source: Eurostat. Migrant Integration in the EU Labour Market in 2015. 
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The combination of both high unemployment for migrants and asylum-seekers—as well 

as the tendency of migrants to take advantage of the welfare system—can only mean combined 

increases in government spending to cover their needs. Until there are more migrants and asylum 

seekers employed and contributing back to the governments in taxes, host nations will be 

spending more money than usual, creating a financial burden on the state. The EU has largely 

stayed out of the affairs of individual nations in this respect, except to bolster their sovereignty 

over their migrant population. Germany was recently granted in a court decision the right to deny 

welfare benefits to migrants that are not working. According to the European Court of Justice, 

“while EU migrants [have] the right of residence in another EU country for up to three months, 

the country [is] under no obligation to pay social benefits during that period. If migrants stay for 

more than three months but less than five years, right of residence is dependent on whether they 

have sufficient resources to support themselves or their family members.”39 Measures like this 

will protect destination states in the EU from the welfare burden of benefits tourism and can 

insulate against the cost of supporting an increasing population that does not yet contribute to the 

economy. 

 

V. Conclusion 

The research conducted indicates that there is a pressing short-term financial need within 

the EU as a result of the migrant crisis. The short term economic issues resulting from the 

economic repercussions of migrants is a burden that must be footed, although currently the lines 

are blurry with regards to which economic burdens belong to which entity. We believe that our 

research shows--at least in part--the growing need for clarification and delineation between 

responsibilities and jurisdiction of the EU and independent member states. A clear understanding 

and division of duties between these entities will foster collaborative work within the EU while 

also respecting the sovereignty of the member states within the Union.  
                                                        
39 Oltermann, Philip, and Rowena Mason. November 11, 2014. 
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The EU has stepped in with diplomatic deals and efforts that have successfully slowed 

the flow of migrants into Europe. While these measures are scrutinized from a humanitarian 

angle, from the standpoint of this paper this is a necessary move to prevent increasingly less-

humane conditions as a result of lack of funding in frontline countries.  

The EU was originally formed in order to foster economic cooperation and ensure 

security within the European Region. Economic stresses that originate outside of the borders of 

the EU and threaten the whole should be facilitated and brought along by the Union as part of 

their founding purpose. As a result, It is clear then that as a collective force, the EU should more 

fully work with foreign governments. As previously mentioned, arrangements about restricting 

the movement of migrants are being worked out with Turkey and Africa. Having a central point 

to help organize the flow of immigrants assists the members states to better coordinate their 

arrival, as well as giving a window where the EU can more fully enforce the Dublin Regulations 

while also aiding in acquiring EU-wide support through funds for this EU-wide problem. The EU 

is significantly better suited to make these decisions than individual states, especially because 

these decisions have EU-wide repercussions and should be funded by the EU.   

The members of the EU understand their economic capacities and are able to make 

informed decisions about the amount of refugees they are able to take in, how many to support 

and how much funding is required for the care of the refugees--however, the EU is responsible 

for how the burden is shared throughout the union. From an economic perspective it is clear that 

when members shirk, others pay the price. The current approach to refugees places a heavy 

emphasis on entry/border countries that are expected to process, document, and care for the 

refugees before facilitating their movement toward destination countries,which causes economic 

stress in countries that are already struggling or have weaker economies. We believe that the EU 

should take increased responsibility in helping with burden sharing in the frontline and transit 

nations. There are several proposals for burden sharing that have been shot down by various 
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members of the EU; although this is the case, there is a clear and pressing need to equalize aid to 

the nations that are suffering from the responsibilities they shoulder.  

Once migrants and refugees reach their destination, we believe that it is the state’s 

decision on how to support them. Eurostat data shows that the economic activity of migrants in 

nations that are already struggling (like Italy, Greece, and Spain) is comparable to natives, 

whereas in countries like Germany, France, and Sweden--which are on firmer economic footing--

the discrepancies are larger. This indicates a lack of EU-wide problem, which would be an 

economic incentive for the EU to step in. Instead, we believe that each state, with its particular 

problems and capacities, should continue to decide which level of aid they are comfortable 

offering.  

Accepting immigrants into the European Union, transporting them, and aiding them to 

become productive members of society is a financial burden upon the EU. While this viewpoint 

does provide a great deal of perspective, there are many other problems and situations that play a 

role in policy decisions. Strictly considering the short-term effect, it seems like the burden of 

integrating refugees is too significant to consider, and refugees should be turned away in hopes of 

preserving the shambles of their economy. While this may be true from a short-term view, the 

long term promises GDP growth and increase prosperity. We believe that with cooperation 

between the European Union and member states, the short-term burden can be managed and 

economically survivable.  
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